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PREAMBLE

Manifesto 2008

This Manifesto is our sacred pledge to the people of Pakistan, and most importantly to the children

of Pakistan who are our future.E

Pakistan faces a choice between Quaid-e-AzamOs vision of a vibrant, tolerant and strong federation,

and obscurantism and fragmentation

Pakistan faces a choice between Quaid-e-AwamOs dream of a just society, and growing inequalities
Pakistan faces a choice between hope and despair

Pakistan faces a choice between strength and uncertainty

Pakistan faces a choice between moving forward and looking back

Pakistan faces a choice between progress for all and prosperity for a few

We choose Quaid-e-AzamOs vision of tolerance, vibrance and harmony among provinces
We choose Quaid-e-AwamOs dream of a just society

We chose hope

We chose strength

We choose moving forward
We choose progress for all

Basic Principles of the Party

The first principle of the Party is: Islam is our

Faith. Islam teaches brotherhood, love and peace.

Our Faith places a responsibility on each citizen
to reach out in a spirit of accommodation and
tolerance to all religions and sects and to treat
people of all faiths with respect, enabling them
to enjoy religious freedom and equality before
the law.

The message of Islam is the message of Peace. It
is a message of brotherhood and tolerance. These

are symbolised in the words and verses of Data
Sahib, Shah Abdul Latif of Bhittai, Baba Farid
Ganj Shakar and Lal Shahbaz Qalander.

The sufi saints adopted a life of simple living and
high thinking. ItOs time we did the same. By no
means did they use or preach the use of force.

The PPP commits itself to religious tolerance.
Religious beliefs of individual citizens have little

to do with the business of the state, as the Founder
of the Nation declared in his inaugural address
to the Constituent Assembly on 11 August 1947.

The second principle of the PPP is: Democracy
is our Politics. The PPPOs commitment to freedom
and fundamental rights, including freedom from
hunger and want, is written in the blood of its
martyrs and in the red marks of lashes on the
back of its workers. It is written in the suffering
and sacrifice of Quaid-ebAwam, who faced the
gallows refusing to bow before tyranny, defending
the human rights of our citizens to the last breath.

In every age, including today, the PPP leaders
and office bearers have been behind bars, in exile,
facing political persecution, defending their Party
at great personal cost to their families and
themselves.

The third PPP principle is: Social Democracy is
our Economy. The PPP aims at creating a just
and equitable society with equal opportunity for
all its citizens. The growing gap between the rich
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and the poor must be bridged by supporting the
underprivileged, the downtrodden and the
discriminated. The PPP is proud of being the
voice of the poor, the working classes and the
middle classes. Our policies, while dedicated to
the underprivileged, created conditions that
enabled the business and trading classes to
compete in the open market. The Party will foster
a social market economy, a partnership of the
public and private sectors, predicated upon a
synthesis of economic liberalism with a strong
social democratic agenda of State responsibilities
for satisfying basic human needs: full
employment, national health, universal education,
water supply and sanitation.

The PPP reiterates its firm commitment to provide
Food, Clothing and Shelter (Roti, Kapra Aur
Makaan) to every poor family in Pakistan through
our unique emphasis on full employment. The
PPP is the only party with a coherent vision of a
welfare state for Pakistan where market forces
are balanced with safety nets for the
underprivileged and the poor.

The final principle of the PPP is All Power to the
People. Only the people have the right on earth
to determine their destiny and chart the course
of their Nation.E All organs of State must be
answerable to the Court of the people in an
election or through their legitimately elected
representatives in Parliament.

To the people of Pakistan we make the following
Promises:

¥ We Promise to rid PakistanEof violence, bigotry
and terror

¥ We Promise the youth of Pakistan gainful
employment, hope and opportunity

¥ We Promise to lower inflation
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We Promise to provide quality education and
health care, and clean drinking water, Eto the
masses

We Promise toEbring progress to the doorstep
of the workers, farmers and small
businesses

We Promise to protect and support the
disadvantaged and the vulnerable

We Promise to make Pakistan a business-
friendly country

We Promise to give high priorityEto
empowerment of women and ensure their
equal rights

We Promise to put Pakistan on a sustainable
high growth path

We Promise to ensure sound macro-economic
policies

We Promise to ensure a strong Defence

We Promise to ensure that energy shortages
are eliminated

We Promise to protect the Environment

We Promise to ensure a world class irrigation
system and sound use of scarce water

We Promise to enhance Provincial Autonomy

We Promise to put in place a citizen-centric
government

Finally, We Promise Good Governance
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State of the Nation

Under the PPP Government, the country was
hailed as an emerging capital market of the world.
Since the dismissal of the PPP Government in
1996, Pakistan has been associated with terrorism,
militancy and extremism. The crisis that began
with the dismissal of the PPP government can
only end with the return of the PPP, and through
the masses, to government.

During the first Decade of the 21st Century, the
country has suffered:

¥ Dangerous increase in terrorism and suicide
bombings

¥ Very high levels of poverty, unemployment,
and inflation

¥ Failed poverty reduction program, and severe
exclusion of poor from the benefits of growth
and progress

¥ Undermined national integration with the
increased level of discord among Provinces

¥ Abuse of institutions and the judiciary

¥ Obscurantism and hate among religious and
ethnic groups

¥ Huge power shortages and increasing water
scarcity

¥ Increasing crime and suicides

The present regime has eroded all national
institutions. Its repression and oppression have
created a culture of lawlessness and tyranny,
inflicting misery in the lives of the people of
Pakistan. There is no justice for the weak and the
poor. The youth are unemployed, the farmers

P a k i s t a n P e o
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neglected, labour retrenched, stock markets
manipulated, public sector units plundered,
national resources squandered, the media
muzzled, civil society attacked, judiciary crushed,
and political leaders exiled, imprisoned and
maligned.

Different areas of the country haveEbeen parcelled
out to violent militant groups whose influence
is spreading like a cancer throughout society.

To stop the slide into lawlessness, extremism,
anarchy, chaos, poverty and hunger, the
restoration of genuine democracy, through free
and fair elections is essential. The PPP symbolises
the empowerment of the people of Pakistan.

The PPP governments served the people. The
World praised its energy program as a model for
the developing countries. The World Health
Organisation gave the PPP government a Gold
Medal in recognition of its contribution to the
health of its people. The International Labour
Organisation noted that the largest job-generation
in the history of Pakistan took place under the
PPP.

As the voice of the people, the PPP is viewed

with hostility by the anti-people forces who have
rigged elections and destabilized governments
to seize power and exploit the People and the

Provinces of the country.

The social and living standards of the people are
pathetic. While poverty decreased under the PPP
government, poverty has increased over the years,
as reported by the Economic Survey of Pakistan
2007.

Quaid-e-Awam made education compulsory for
children, and built schools, colleges and
universities.E He took the literacy rate up to 26%
where it stagnated for a decade.E Then Mohtarma

p | e s P a r t y |03
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Benazir Bhutto was elected and the literacy rate
doubled to over 50%.E After the dismissal of the
PPP government in 1996, education once again
stagnated.

What is to be done?

The PPP promises change through

Employment
Education
Energy
Environment
Equality

KK K K K

The PPP believes in every individualOs right to
food, clothing, housing and an adequate
livelihood. Our commitment to the people of
Pakistan is that their basic rights are our
responsibility. The Party has, and will always,
strive for the rights of the People.
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social justice

We are the Party that recognizes that this is a
moment to consolidate all the forces that subscribe
to the true spirit of Islam, and fundamental values
of federalism and democracy.

The Mission Before Us

The PPPOs mission is to transform the lives of our
people from one of despair and poverty into one
of hope and opportunity through employment,
education, energy, environment and equality.

We have a clear and coherent vision of what
needs to be done and will muster all the resources
to get it done.

We will take a new approach marked by a
determination to challenge the threats and not
ignore them.

The PPP slogan is llm, Roshni Sab Ko Kaam, Roti We renew our commitment to build a hopeful

Kapra Aur Makaan, Maang Raha Hai Har Insaan.
Why choose the PPP?

It is not just an election between the PPP and
other parties. It is a clash of sharply competing
values and ideologies.

The PPP is a Party truly born out of the hearts
and minds of the workers, peasants, small
business, and the vast majority of citizens who
support the Islamic spirit of tolerance and social
justice, and not a Party that is born out of
backroom deals in agency offices.

We are the Party that derives its strength from
each and every section of a pluralistic society

We are the Party whose philosophy is rooted in
combining sustainable economic growth with

future for the poverty stricken.

We will strive for a Pakistan where all, rather
than some, live in comfort and plenty.

We will strive for a Pakistan where everyone is
included in the expanding circle of development.
We will, with vigour and determination, assure
basic needs for all citizens

We will strive to have a responsive, responsible
and representative government at all levels.

Social and Economic Justice is the defining
objective of the PPPOs policy framework. We will
reduce social and economic inequalities between
various classes, between Provinces, within
Provinces, and Genders, establishing a just society.

National policy frameworks have, to date,
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accorded primacy to economic policy goals, with
social policy goals not pursued aggressively.
Even within economic policy-making,
Employment has not been a major objective.
Resultantly, social and human development
indicators have continued to lag behind woefully.
The very objective of Development has remained
unfulfilled.

The Pakistan Peoples Party proposes to reverse
the order of priorities; whereby social policy
objectives drive economic policy. Development
shall be measured in terms of the welfare of the
people, rather than in terms of financial statistics

Manifesto 2008

that do not reflect the state of the nation.
Employment and Social and Human
Development shall be specific targets in policy-
making and economic policy measures will be
geared to achieve social goals.

The twin menace of Inflation and Unemployment
are to be specifically tackled.

The PPP will help individuals set up small
businesses and provide the framework for a
vibrant middle class. It will address the basic
needs of low-income persons.
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GROWTH WITH EQUITY

PPP governments since 1967 gave birth to boom
economies. In its last tenure, the PPP tripled
economic growth rates, doubled taxation receipts
and took agricultural growth rates from zero to
seven percent annually. It reduced the budget deficit
and paid off principal debt while investing in a
massive socio-economic program. The PPP, as a
modern and moderate Party, attracted four times
more direct private sector investment in three years
than all of PakistanOs previous governments, creating
jobs and wealth for the people of Pakistan.

The PPP computerized the State Bank of Pakistan
and the Stock Market, introduced the National
Identity Cards scheme and deregulated,
decentralized and privatised the economy.

The PPP power projects and mass telephone system
enabled ordinary people to set up businesses when
previously power shutdowns and twenty year
delays for telephones prevented them from success
in private initiatives.

Open Minds, Open Markets, Open Opportunities
is our slogan as we change IOUs into MOUs. We
believe that markets, not missiles, are the measure
of might.

The PPP Government will accelerate growth, for
only with high growth can the social policy
objectives of poverty reduction and high
employment be achieved.

The key pillars of the equitable and pro-poor growth
agenda comprise: Rapid Economic Growth;
Combating Unemployment; Targeted Poverty
Programs; Just Labour Policies; Private Sector as
Engine of Growth; Accelerating Agricultural and
Rural Growth, and Ensuring Water Security and
Energy Infrastructure.
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Rapid Economic Growth

PPP will be a fiscally responsible government,
ensuring that taxpayers get their full value for
the taxes they pay.

A Sound Debt Policy

We will ensure that we do not burden future
generations with excessive debt. With that in mind,
we will ensure that domestic and external debt is
maintained at sustainable levels.

PPP was the first government in the history of
Pakistan to retire PakistanOs principal debt through
the proceeds of privatisation. The PPP will stop
raising domestic and foreign debt for wasteful
projects and use the fiscal space provided by the
rescheduling of loans and the international
assistance for fighting the war against terrorism for
the national benefit. Where needed, the PPP will
aggressively seek to use the fiscal space to retire
expensive domestic and foreign debt. The aim of
the PPP is to make Pakistan into a self respecting,
self reliant nation whose citizens are honoured
universally.

Containing Inflation

High Inflation is a major economic problem of
Pakistan, especially hurting the low income groups.
At the macro level, containing inflation will be
achieved through prudent Monetary and Fiscal
Policies. In addition, the following specific measures
will be considered:

¥ Special steps to increase production of food
grains, including creating an enabling
environment so that greater private sector
credit flows towards these sectors.

¥ Enhancing competition, in both manufacturing
and domestic trade, and reducing supply chain
constraints so that costs of essential goods are
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reduced. To this end, the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) will
be strengthened to unleash competitive forces,
and aggressively combat monopolies and
cartels

¥ Create effective institutions at Federal,
Provincial and District levels to monitor
supply positions of essential commodities to
ensure prompt remedial measures.

¥ Maintain strategic stocks of wheat and other
essential commaodities to overcome shortages,
while ensuring that fiscal costs are manageable
and waste/corruption is eliminated.

Establishing a Fair Tax System

The Party is determined to overhaul the taxation
system and bring about changes which will lead
to fair practices, rational tax slab, curtailment of
discretionary powers and growth of business and
industry. The tax system will be made taxpayer-
friendly so that voluntary compliance is enhanced.

The PPP commits itself to rationalizing the taxation
system so that the burden of tax on the poor and
low income groups is reduced, while at the same
time Tax/GDP ratio is increased. PPP recognizes
that Tax/GDP needs to be increased to provide
adequate resources for providing good quality
services to all people and for Pakistan to have the
necessary infrastructure to sustain high growth. To
that end, bold initiatives will be taken emphasising
better collection and expanding the tax net,
especially to those that can afford to pay.

Combating Unemployment

The PPP will put in place bold and innovative
programs to create jobs in the public and private
sector. PPP fully recognizes that high growth will
be the main driver of Full Employment. At the
same time, the PPP will establish programs to help
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those who are unable to find gainful employment.

A four-pronged strategy will be used to provide
income earning opportunities to the poor as well
as unemployed youth.

The strategy comprises:
Public Works Programme (PWP)

A labour-intensive PWP will be put in place so that
there is guaranteed employment, of at least one
year, to one working member of the poorest 25 per
cent families of Pakistan.

The PWP will expand labour-intensive civil works
in infrastructure, sanitation, road works, water and
irrigation; with a view to providing large-scale
employment in rural

and urban areas. These schemes will be community-
driven and managed.

Literacy and Health Corps (LHC)

Unemployment amongst educated youth has
assumed alarming proportions. With twin
objectives of providing short-term employment to
educated youth, and to assist with social policy
goals, a Literacy and Health Corps Scheme will be
established. Under the scheme, there will be an
employment guarantee of two years to all youth
completing Intermediate, Graduation and Post-
Graduation in a given year. A large proportion of
the jobs will be in the social sectors (elementary
education and basic health-care) and will form part
of the PPPOs programme for the expansion of social
services. This will constitute a basic literacy and
health corps in the service of the Nation.

Vocational Training

The PPP will put in place programs, which offer
the youth Vocational Education and Technical
Training in those service sectors where there is a
shortage in the market.
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Microfinance

The PPP government under Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto introduced microfinance institutions in
Pakistan to provide self employment. This
programme will be doubled. Appropriate micro-
finance policy and institutional reforms will be put

in place so that Commercial Banks, Micro-Finance
institutions and NGOs aggressively increase their
outreach to meet the goal of 5 million beneficiaries
on a sustainable basis.

Targeted Poverty Programs

The PPP is committed to assist those that are
bypassed by growth and development, especially
the vulnerable and disadvantaged. It will put in
place a comprehensive Targeted Anti-Poverty
Program, comprising the following strands:

¥ Conditional Cash Transfers, which transfer
cash subsidies to poor families in return for
sending children (especially girls) to school
and getting children inoculated.

¥ Strengthening and expansion of social
protection programs, such as Zakat, Social
Security, Baitul Mal, worker-retraining and
mobility

¥ Special Program for the least developed (lowest
50%) Districts to improve access to social
services

¥ The PPP will look after the senior citizens of
our land; amongst other measures, we will
provide financial support to all Senior Citizens
above the age of 65 years who have no source
of income.

¥ The PPP will establish a database of the poorest
25% of families, so that these programs can be
properly targeted.
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Just Labour Policies

For high levels of Employment, equitable growth
is crucial and Pakistan needs to have a labour policy
that is in line with the ILO standards.

To protect the basic rights of workers, the PPP will
initiate the following policies:

¥ The Industrial Relations Ordinance 2002 will
be reviewed to bring it in conformity with the
ILO Conventions, ratified by Pakistan, and
Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the
Constitution of Pakistan.

¥ The EOBI and other labour welfare programs
will be strengthened and Public-Private
Partnerships established, so that labour and
their families have access to quality education,
health care and affordable housing.

¥ Review of the President's Special Powers of
Removal from Service Ordinance 2000 with
regards to trade union activities.

¥ Elimination of child labour, forced labour and
bonded labour, and education and
rehabilitation of those children once
withdrawn from the workplaces.

¥ Enforcement of statutory labour laws, through
effective inspection systems.

¥ Regularly holding National Tripartite Labour
Conference to formulate labour, economic and
social policies and to devise mechanisms for
their effective implementation with a view to
promoting social justice, decent work and raising
the dignity of labour.

¥ Developing a safety culture for making work
safe and prevention of accidents at workplaces
and occupational diseases of workers.
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¥  Minimum wage will be enhanced to meet the
escalating needs of labour.

Private Sector as Engine of Growth

The PPP is committed to ensuring that Private
Sector and export-led development will be the main
engine of growth. The government will embark on
an aggressive Investment Climate Reforms
Programme to establish a favourable and enabling
environment so that all businesses, foreign and
domestic, flourish. The Party will improve the
investment climate especially for Small and Micro-
Businesses, initiate programs to reduce cost of doing

business and increase PakistanOs competitiveness,

streamline government business interface through
aggressive deregulation, and seek Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in export manufacturing.

The Pakistan Peoples Party will confine the role of
the Public Sector in Health, Education and
Infrastructure. The role of the State will be restricted
only to those areas where the Private Sector is not
forthcoming.

A special program will be developed to attract the
financial resources and special skills of Pakistani
Diaspora and overseas workers, with a view to
contribute to the national development efforts.
Privatisation was introduced by the first government
of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, elected in 1988.
This will be continued in a transparent manner,
ensuring that labour is a beneficiary of the process.
The PPP will vigorously pursue a policy of
diversification of industrial exports and
manufactured products. The emphasis will be on
adding value to primary products and raw
materials. The PPP Government will provide
market-based and fiscally affordable incentives to
develop non-traditional exports.

We will also provide incentives to raise the level of
technology in our industries
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An important pillar of our private sector
development will be an aggressive program to
foster and encourage Small and Medium Enterpries
(SMESs), recognizing that these provide the bulk of
employment. Programs and Policies will be put in
place to reduce the regulatory burden on SMEs and
enhance the voluntary flow of credit to these
businesses.

Accelerating Agriculture and Rural Growth

Agriculture is the mainstay of the National Economy
of Pakistan. As a farmer-friendly party, the PPP will
help farmers boost production and obtain fair prices.
Farmers got the best prices when the PPP was in
government. The key to agricultural exportable
surpluses is to augment the output per acre and
productivity per farmer

Aggressive Agriculture and Rural Development
will be another central pillar of our growth and
poverty reduction strategy. Our efforts will be
focused on improving productivity and crop
diversification, agricultural markets and exports,
and special programs for small farmers to reduce
risks faced by them. Moreover, with advances in
technology the desert can be made green.

The Pakistani peasant, mired in poverty and debt
has to be rescued from the morass of despair by a
bold policy which ensures that the private sector
provides key inputs and services -such as credit,
fertilizer, pesticides, extension, marketing, seeds,
tractors-in a timely manner and at competitive
prices.

Special attention would be given to encouraging
Banks to expand rural lending, while maintaining
sound credit policies.

Special capacity-building programs for agricultural
support services will be put in place to revitalize
key institutions of research and extension.






